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Dear Chairman Genachowski and Commissioners: 

I am the State Senator scrving the 7111 District in Northeast Washington. It is an area of the state that has 
been hard hit by the current economic recession . Many communities in Northeast Washington are plagued 
by inferior. unreliable wireless service. I mention this because access to enhanced, high-speed broadband 
is a vital tool for business growth, and lack of aoccss can slow cconomit: growth and keep people and 
small businesses from the resources that can help them succoed in the quickly changing global 
marketplace. 

The proposed AT&Trr -Mobile merger, referenced above, would change this for our area and for 
similarlyaffcacd rural areas across the counby. The result of this merger will expand and enhance the 
existing network infrastructure. which will make high·speed access available to virtually every comer of 
the COUlltJy. The impact of this merger would be immense and positive, especially when it comes to 
economic deveklpment. 

Businesses can use reliable. cutting-edge communications technologies to grow by expanding their online 
presence and offering Internet sales and customer suPr:'rt to markets around the globe. This technology 
will give them access to educational resources that can help them manage, hire. invest. and expand 
efficiently and effectively. And ifall businesses and people in our area have access to high·speed 
broadband, we can improve our outreach efforts and more effeccively serve our business community by 
offering more online resources and networking opportunities. 
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It's thriUing to imagine the vast impact that increased access to this technology would have on our local 
economy and on economies and businesses across the country. The possibilities truly are endless, and the 
outcome ofmis merger could be the key to our nation's economic reccvery. I hope you will keep this in 
miOd while making your decision, and thank you for the opportunity to share my views. 

ConIially )'0"", 

iYr ffw,ftM 
BOB MORTON 
Washington Stltc ~nator 
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